174                    PALESTINE UNVEILED
never uttered by Him at all, especially that little bit
where He claims to be the Messiah, After all, John
was written a great many years after the events it
records, and there is nothing more likely than that the'
chronicler's memory was at fault, or that some later
hand has placed in His mouth words which were
thought fit for Him to have said. In any case, who
heard the conversation? I do not think that He would
have flung the accusation of immorality at the poor
woman in the presence of witnesses; and, women
being what they are, I do not suppose that she boasted
about it, I cannot imagine the Master recounting the
tale of what had happened between them; it would
smack rather too much of patting Himself on the
back,